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to lead us to weigh well which is the more probable
hypothesis of the two, so systematic and sustained a
fraud, or the discovery of a relic, or in human language
an antiquity, three hundred years old,

164. Now let it be observed that hitherto this pas-
sage of history has had nothing definitely miraculous
in it    It does but relate to the discovery, by ordinary
methods of inquiry, of an instrument of death used
by Roman executioners three centuries before.    And
perhaps it is right to draw a line between the above
testimony and the evidence which follows at a later
date, and which is next to be considered, except so
far as the later evidence happens to be confirmatory
of the earlier.     It would seem impossible that the
original story should not receive a colour or an ex-
aggeration lc when taken up as a matter of popular
belief, and that in countries  far removed from the
scene to which it belongs.    While, then, we may be
prepared for additions which will not compromise the
original evidence, those additions, when we find them
in subsequent writers, whether true or false, are ex-
posed primA facie to a suspicion which does not

fc We have an instance of such exaggeration in the report
of the Samaritan woman, " Come, see a man which told me
all things that ever J did," If the men of her city had been
instructed in Protestant divinity, they would have cross-ex-
amined her as to what she meant by all, and then said that
there was evident inaccuracy, and grounds for suspicion, that
they were not called upon to stir, that they were not obliged
to "believe her, etc., etc.